
Sent to work
in Charleston, SC

From beaufort
1851 - 1860

Civil War
1861 - 1865

Escape from
Slavery through

fort sumter
may 12, 1862

Born April 5, 1839
Beaufort, SC

RObert Smalls Life Timeline

Becomes Union
Navy Pilot 1862

Promoted to
Navy Capt.

1863

Elected to
SC State Senate

1870 - 1874

Elected to
U.S. House of

Representatives
1875 - 1879

Elected to SC
5th Congress District

1882 - 1883

Served SC
7th Congress District

1884 - 1887

Appointed Collector of
Port of Beaufort by
President Harrison

1890

Elected Delegate to
SC Constitutional

Convention
1895

Started 1st black-owned
railroad business

Charleston, SC
1870 - 1872

Diagnosed with
Diabetes

Late 1890’s

Stopped Lynch
mob killing

1913

Started Black- 
owned newspaper

“The Beaufort
Southern Standard”

1872

Married Annie Smalls
April 9, 1890

Annie Smalls Dies
November 5, 1895

Died Feb 23, 1915
Age 75

"My race needs no special defense, for the past history of them in this country proves them to be the equal of any people anywhere.
All they need is an equal chance in the battle of life."

Robert Smalls - 1895

Hannah Smalls Dies
July 28, 1883

Married His First
wife Hannah

December 24, 1856

Attack on
Fort Sumter and

Start of Civil War
April 12, 1861

Honorably
Discharged

1865

Elected to
SC House of

Representatives
1868

Purchased his
Beaufort family

plantation
1865


